From the desk of

Should Christians engage in social/political issu@s

There are many characteristics of the Christian faith which distinguishes it from
many other religions. One such characteristic is the mandate to be holy. The
Scriptures are virtually filled with admonitions from the Lord to be Holy.

“Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for | am the Lord your God.”

(Lev. 20:7)

“But as he which hath called you is holy, so beghg im all manner of conversatidh.

(I Peter 1:15)

Holiness requires a certain level of separationcoasecration or setting apart for the
purposes of God. Holiness is a state of [progve$snoral and spiritual perfection. This

consecration demands that wae ‘not conformed to this world, but be transfornbgdthe

renewing of our minds. The Lord admonishes us in His prayer onto the

Father that although we are in the world, we arteofthe world.

This means, as believers we can reside in our céspesocial constructs without being

conformed to its ungodly ways.

“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a repach to any peoplé.

However, Christians are mandated to spread the ébagplesus Christ throughout the world; makingigies. The Scriptures also
teaches that we should uphold morality and righdéeess in the world. In fact, Proverb 14:Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is
a reproach to any peopleTherefore the true prosperity or glory of a natin the eyes of God] is determinant upon thatomato

exhibit and execute righteousness. So the quelséoames: How does a Godless nation [society] éxtilexecute righteousness
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Should Christians engage in
social/political issues?
“The good influence

of
Godly citizens

Proverb 11:11 LVB: The good influence of Godly citizens causes
causes a city to prosper, but the moral decay efiftked a city to prosper,
drives it downhill! 1t is only through the Godly citizens bUt
working within the framework of society where thean be the m0ra| decay
any inclination of righteousness in the world. Tigat of of
our consecration unto God should therefore shirmutfhout the wicked drives
the land, that the world may bear witness of owdyworks |t
that God may be glorified. dOWﬂhi”.”

The Old Testament prophets such as Samuel, Nathan, Proverb 11:11 LVB

Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Isaiah all prophesied tokihgs of

their day in order to turn the hearts of the kirsgsl the

nations back to God. The Apostles of the New Testa

were not void in their influence of the world eitheThese “...Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are
Apostles, because of their influence in society Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's.”

| were accused oturning Matthew chapter 22 recalls the account where

the world upside down’ # " the Pharisees sent their disciples along with the
Herodians onto Jesus to try to trick Him.
During this time, they asked Him a question of
whether it was lawful to pay tribute unto
Caesar. Jesus responds by statindgrénder
therefore unto Caesar the things which are
Caesar's; and unto God the things that are
God's.”

By this, Jesus affirms the Godly authority of
the government and our necessary obedience to
its laws (so long as those laws do not violate
the Word of God). Although the referenced
passage of Scripture was primarily focusing on
money; neither the question nor the response
was limiting the dialogue to money. Caesar, in
the United States of America is ‘We the
People.” As Abraham Lincoln stated “we are a
republic of the people, by the people and for the
people.”
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Caesar, in the United States of America
requires us to actively participate in the
legislative process as citizens by voting,
rallying and lobbying our convictions. Ifitis
only through the Godly citizens working
within the framework of society where there
can be any inclination of righteousness in the
nation; then we need the righteous to seek
and obtain positions in the government. Just
as we render our taxes to Caesar
*+ as it requires; so should we
render our time and the voices of our

convictions.

By virtue of Jesus’ aforementioned
statement, we are also to render unto God,
the things which are God’s. And in reference
to society, we are priests of the Most High
God
" As priests, we represent
God in things pertaining to man
, and represent man in things

pertaining to God
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October 2009

Question of the month:

Did God create evil?

Join the Virtual Forum and post your response

“Finally, Abraham said, Oh, let not the Lord be amgl will speak but
this once more!
Suppose only ten are found?
And God said, Then, for the sake of the ten, | wdestroy it."
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