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SHOULD CHRISTIANS SEEK TO PRESERVE 
UNITY AT ALL COSTS?  

There is little doubt concerning the virtues of unity. 

The Scriptures portray one of those virtues as the 

precious ointment which anointed the head of 

Aaron, running down his beard and subsequently 

his entire body, typifying the fulfilling blessings of 

the Lord unto life everlasting       [ref. Ps.133:1 ] .    

 

   As believers and disciples of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, not only are we encouraged to encourage 

unity, but we are to endeavor to keep the unity of 

the Spirit in the bond of peace [ref. Eph.4:3 ] .   The 

Scriptures also informs us that one of the responsi-

bilities of the Elders of the Church in the perpetuity 

of spiritual authority and gifts is to exhort and in-

struct the saints to come to the unity of the Faith 

[ref. Eph.4:13 ] . 

   

The idea of unity however is not centered on unifi-

cation or fellowship, but the Faith.  The Scriptural 

basis for unity is constructed around the idea that 

there is an Object to such unity and that object is 

Christ.   

Genesis chapter 11 recalls the historical account of 

what is known as the óTower of Babelô.                      

 

In this narrative, God saw that the people were on 

one accord; they were unified.  They were not how-

ever, unified to glorify God or to encourage one an-

other in the things of God.  They were rather amalga-

mated to perform evil.  Although they were united 

amongst themselves, they were in disharmony and 

disunity with God.  For this cause God caused divi-

sion among them that they should be scattered.  

Therefore unity must always be centered on and en-

compass unity with God.  

 

As in the historical account of the tower of Babel, 

Christians are called to preserve their unity with God 

by separating themselves from those seeking to dis-

harmonize their unity with God; as well as those who 

refuse to adorn themselves with the Word and Char-

acter of Christ.                                                                      
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Consider the following passages of Scripture:  

 

ñFor men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobe-
dient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, 
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, high -minded, lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power 
thereof:  from such turn away.ò  IITim.3:2-5 
 
ñBe ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: For what fellowship hath righteous-
ness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness?ò  IICor.6:14 
 
ñNow I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the 
doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.ò  Rom.16:17 
 
ñBe ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: For what fellowship hath righteous-
ness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness?ò  IICor.6:14 
  
ñNow I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the 
doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.ò  Rom.16:17  
 
There is most always a price to Godly unity. Godly unity denotes the maintenance and up-
holding the things of God.  Scriptural unity presupposes that there is first unity with God.  
And of such unity there is the safeguarding of the Word of God in lifestyle and doctrine.  
 
The Lord Jesus Himself declared. ñThink not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came 
not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and 
the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.ò  [see: 
Mat.10:34-35] 
 
The Lord was teaching that without Him at the center of unity, there can be no unity.  In fact, 
He went on to say: ñHe that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he 
that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.ò [see: Mat.10:37] 
 
There is a measurement of unity in virtually every organization; religious or otherwise.  Unity 
brings with it a measure of security, camaraderie and accountability. The distinction however 
between Christian or Spiritual unity and unity in any other sense is that this unity is centered 
upon, dependent upon and is maintained upon the Principles, Person and Power of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  
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