
 

 

Should Christians reject Christmas since Jesus was not born 
on December 25? 

The Scriptures does not reveal the actual birth date of the Lord Jesus, 

but the timing depicted in the Bible as well as historical records 

indicate our Lord’s birth was in Bethlehem during the months of Ma rch 

or April, between 3 to 5 AD.  

Historically, Christmas was a festival of Jewish origins. It was first 

adopted as The Feast of the Dedication of the Temple, Chanuchah ('the 

dedication '): Called in 1 Maccabees 4:52- 59 ‘the dedication of the altar,’ 

and by Josephus, ‘the Feast of Lights’.  

It was instituted by Judas Maccabaeus in 164 BC, when, after the 

recovery of Jewish independence from the Syro-Grecian domination, 

the Temple of Jerusalem was solemnly purified. The old Temple was 

desecrated by Antiochus IV on December 25 th 168 BC.  Four years later, 

the polluted altar was removed and its stones put in a separate place on 

the Temple-mount, and the worship of the Lord restored.  

The feast commenced on the 25 th of Chislev (December), and lasted for 

eight days.  On each of them the ‘Hallel’ (as in hallelujah) was sung, the 

people appeared carrying palm and other branches, and there was a 

grand illumination of the Temple and of all private houses. 
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dedication '):  

·  Called in 1 Maccabees 4:52-59 ‘the 
dedication of the altar,’ 
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Christmas is a time,  

not just to acknowledge the 

birth of our Lord,  

but to realize God’s 

consolation of  

Israel in the  

Personification of His Grace; 

 for it is by this that 

salvation has come to man. 
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January 2010 
Question of the Month 

 
SHOULD CHRISTIANS KEEP THE LAW OF THE SABBATH? 

 

Join the Virtual Forum & Post your response 

http://www.launchout.org/Virtual-Forum.html   



 

Should Christians reject Christmas since Jesus was not 
born on December 25? 

The book of Maccabees, along with the other Apocryphal writings are 

not considered a part of the Holy Scriptures by Protestant Christians, 

but are believed to be a part of the Bible by Roman Catholics. 

 Although the practice of the Feast of the Dedication of the Temple 

was instituted during the ‘silent years’, and therefore not a part of the 

Biblical cannon, it should not be assumed that the practice was 

ungodly.  In fact, this and other practices stemmed from a desire of 

the Jewish people to restore the things of God after gaining freedom 

from the Grecians. 

In 336 AD, December 25 th was converted to a Christian holy day 

during the reign of Constantine.  The ancient Church utilizing the 

Feast of the Dedication of the Temple to symbolize that of the birth of 

our blessed Lord - Christmas - the Dedication of the True Temple, 

which was the Body of Jesus. 

In 336 AD, December 25 th was converted to a Christian holy day 

during the reign of Constantine.  The ancient Church utilizing the 

Feast of the Dedication of the Temple to symbolize that of the birth of 

our blessed Lord - Christmas - the Dedication of the True Temple, 

which was the Body of Jesus. 

The representation depicted was not to suggest the actual birth of our 

Lord was on December 25 th, but rather to set forth a celebration of the 

‘Living Temple of God coming among men.’  By this, Christmas is a 

time, not just to acknowledge the birth of our Lord, but to realize 

God’s consolation of Israel in the Personification of His Grace; for it 

is by this that salvation has come to man.  

 

Although the practice of the Feast of the Dedication of the Temple was 
instituted during the ‘silent years’, and therefore not a part of the Biblical 
cannon, it should not be assumed that the practice was ungodly.   

-Pastor Dean H. Watson 

Pastor Dean H. Watson 
  

can be heard every 
  

Monday at 11PM on 
  

“Reason of The HOPE Broadcast” 
  

on Blog Talk Radio. 
  

http://www.blogtalkradio.com/LaunchOut-Ministries 

Reason of The Hope! Broadcast is a Question and Answer 
call-in program designed to assist Christians to "be ready 
always to give an answer to every man that asks you a reason 
of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear." (IPet.3:15) 
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